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women as a profession. Women rebelled, but their com-
plaints were without avail.

Agnodice, whose date is not known, was the name of
the courageous maiden who broke the prevailing tradi-
tions and won a natural right for her sex. She conceived
the idea of studying medicine in secret until she became
an expert, and then of offering her services to women,
also in secret, for medical treatment, especially in cases
of maternity. To this end, she cut oif her hair, adopted
masculine apparel, and, as a promising youth, took instruc-
tion in medicine from Hierophilus, a celebrated physician.
Her progress was rapid, and when she was pronounced suf-
ficiently equipped for independent practice she revealed
her identity to prospective mothers, who gladly availed
themselves of her services, so that she soon obtained
the monopoly of this kind of practice. The other physi-
cians were naturally overcome with jealousy and chagrin
that the young doctor should supplant them, and finally
they brought charges of malpractice against the supposed
youth. Agnodice was brought to trial, and in self-defence
was compelled to reveal her sex. The older physicians
then endeavored to have the laws enforced against her;
but all the prominent ladies of the city took her part, and
the obnoxious laws were repealed.

From that time forward, large numbers of women studied
medicine, the majority devoting their attention to the dis-
eases of women and children. These female physicians
frequently appear as medical writers, especially on gynas-
cology and pediatrics. They also produced many treat-
ises on cosmetics, which ranked as a branch of hygiene
and was cultivated most diligently by many eminent
physicians. These women rivalled one another in the
discovery of an endless variety of toilet preparations,
beauty wafers, skin and hair ointments, pastes and